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Polish territories taken :mn G@m @f&@r @a@ Bacend, H@@lﬂ Wwo The central
goveroment did net provide the meterisl mecessary to recemstruct the war damage,
favoring the recomstruction of 'Eh@ @l@. Pplich texxitories first. As e result,
the unsettied BoeEt Over prospects for progress. Be-
cause of lack of spirit, themd@simhl@@lmm@fthemﬂati@m» andthe
jack of supplies, very little recsmstructieon was dome until last year, vhen
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supplies and because the populetien is more settied. The peopie are still
afraid that the meberial allocations may be withdrawn, so they work harder
to accomplish vhat they can while the materiel is availsble.

Tiie peopie are deathly afraid of the Stalinist elémemt of the Polish Com-
mmist Party. They fear to discuss politics in pub¥ic pldces and glance
eround in coffee houses to see if they can recognize members of the secret
police.

The people realize that they hsve an écomomic tie to othér satellite nations.
They also feel thet they are members of a Middle Furopesn phb-Slavic cultural
group. They hate the Russisns imtensely because of the Katyn megsacre, the
crushing of the Humgerian revolt, Russia’s failure to help the Wersaw upris-
ing, and because: they resent the supposed cultural superiority of the USSR.

The people are sstisfied with the present Commmist regime because they have
seen the failuwre of demvcracy in Central Burope.

achangs rabe 1s 24 ¢lotys per US dollar but the black market
rate is 100 zlotys per dellar. A pair of the cheapest shoes cost 500 zlotys
and & palr of good shoes cost 1200 zlotys.
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